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Instructions to Bidders


Use this Section to specify requirements related to the bidding process, up to and including contract award.  This and other Sections of the Supported Infrastructure Master Specifications (SIMS) assume the use of CCDC 2 - Stipulated Price Contract (Agreement, Definitions, and General Conditions) and use of the CCDC Model Bid Forms and Model Bid Form Supplements provided in CCDC 23 - A Guide to Calling Bids and Awarding Construction Contracts - 2005.

This Master Specification Section contains:
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1.
SUMMARY

SPEC NOTE:  Use this article to identify project and to bring to Bidders' attention any 'unusual' requirements.  Refer Bidders to appropriate parts of the specification for details of such 'unusual' requirements.  Do not specify or repeat such requirements in this Section.

.1
The intent of this bid call is to solicit and receive formal offers to [perform the following Work] [construct the following Project]:


[                                                                ]


[                                                                ]


[                                                                ]


[                                                                ]

.2
The Owner is [                       ].  

.3
The Consultant is [                ].

.4
Bids shall be prepared and submitted and the bidding process shall be administered in accordance with these bidding requirements.

.5
Refer to Section [               ] - Summary of Work for a summary of the Project, including requirements pertaining to Contract Time.

2.
BID SUBMISSION

SPEC  NOTE:  These Instructions to Bidders assume that bids will be addressed to and received by the Owner’s representative, in care of the Consultant, at the Consultant’s office.  Several articles refer back to this article 2.1, based on the assumption that the bid call will be administered solely by and from the Consultant’s office indicated in this article.  If this will not be the case, some modification of those articles may be required. 

.1
Bids will be received before 2:01:00 pm local time on [            ] by:

[                                                                         ]

[                                                                          ]

Telephone: [   ] [   -    ]

Fax: [   ] [   -    ]

.2
For bid closing purposes, the official time of receipt of bids shall be as determined by the time recorder clock used to time and date stamp bids upon submission to the above location.

SPEC  NOTE: If a time recorder clock is not used, modify the above clause to specify the location of the “official” clock that will be used to determine the deadline for receiving bids..

.3
Submit bids on forms provided with Bid Documents.

SPEC NOTE: Create project specific Bid Forms and Bid Form supplements based on model forms provided in CCDC 23. Provide forms with the Bid Documents for use by Bidders.  

.4
Submit one copy of Bid Form, and all Bid Form supplements required to be submitted with the Bid Form, in a sealed envelope.  Clearly indicate on outside of envelope the addressee as specified in 2.1, the Bidder’s name and the Project name.

.5
Oral, telephoned, telegram, fax, or e-mail bids will not be accepted nor acknowledged.

.6
Paragraph 2.1 states the date and time up to which Bids will be received, called the ‘bid closing time’.  The Consultant may extend the bid closing time by addendum.  

3.
Two-stage bid closing

SPEC  NOTE:  Specify a two-stage bid closing whenever submission of a List of Subcontractors or other Bid Form supplement will be requested. Delete this article if not applicable. The purpose of a two-stage bid closing is to provide Bidders with additional time to gather and submit additional information that may be required to supplement their base bid price(s). With this additional time, the accuracy and completeness of the requested supplementary information should be improved, thereby reducing the risk of non-compliant bids.

.1
Submit the Bid Form, together with any Bid Form supplements that are required to be submitted together with the Bid Form, before the bid closing time specified in 2.1. This will be the first stage of a two-stage bid closing.

.2
At the Bidder's option, Bid Form supplements that are not required to be submitted together with the Bid Form, may be submitted to the location specified in 2.1 no later than 30 minutes after the bid closing time, that is, before 2:31:00 pm. This will be the second stage of a two-stage bid closing.

.3
Refer to Instructions to Bidders article entitled "Bid Form Supplements" for more detailed submission requirements for Bid Form supplements.

.4
No bid envelopes will be opened until after the time specified for the second stage of the two-stage bid closing. 

4.
INVITATION TO BID

SPEC NOTE:  Include this article for invitational bid calls only, where bidding is limited to invited Bidders.  If Bidders have been formally prequalified, so state.  Otherwise delete reference to prequalification.

.1
This bid call is by invitation only [to prequalified Bidders].  Submit bids only in the name indicated in letter of invitation to bid.

.2
Bids submitted in a name different to that indicated on the invitation, and from Bidders not invited to bid, may cause the bid to be declared invalid and rejected.

SPEC NOTE:  Select one of the following two 'Basis of Bid' articles.  If the basis of bid will be other than 'normal', modify wording provided and specify additional pertinent requirements as required.  

5.
BASIS OF BID ‑ STIPULATED PRICE

.1
Bids shall be on a stipulated price basis.

OR

5.
BASIS OF BID ‑ UNIT PRICE

SPEC NOTE:  If basis of bid is a unit price arrangement with alternatives, modify this article to suit.

.1
Bids shall be on a unit price basis.

.2
The unit prices, lump sums and allowances stated in the Schedule of Prices shall form the basis of the bid price.

.3
Make entries in Schedule of Prices in figures only.  Ensure that figures are legible.

.4
Where, in the Consultant’s opinion, there is a question as to the legibility of figures entered by the Bidder, the Consultant will make a determination as to legibility.  The Owner may, at the Owner’s sole discretion, declare as invalid and reject any bid that contains figures, which in the Owner’s opinion, are illegible or open to dispute.

.5
Extensions of unit prices and addition of extended unit prices, lump sums and allowances entered in Schedule of Prices will be checked by the Consultant.  If arithmetical errors are discovered, the unit prices shall be considered as representing the Bidder's intentions and the unit price extensions and the total amount entered in the Schedule of Prices and the Consultant will correct the Bid Form accordingly.  Bidder shall be bound to such corrected amounts.

.6
If no unit price is stated for an item, but an extended amount is stated, a unit price determined by dividing the extended amount by the estimated quantity shall be considered as representing the Bidder's intentions.

.7
The total amount of the bid shall be the arithmetically correct sum of the arithmetically correct unit price extensions, lump sums and allowances in the Schedule of Prices.

.8
Each unit price stated in the Schedule of Prices shall be a reasonable price for that item of work.

.9
Unless otherwise indicated, quantities specified in Schedule of Prices are estimated quantities and shall not be considered as actual quantities of work to be performed.  Subject to Contract terms, unit prices stated in Schedule of Prices shall be applied to actual quantities of work performed as measured in accordance with the Contract.

6.
SUFFICIENCY OF BID

.1
The submission of a bid shall constitute an incontrovertible representation by the Bidder that:

.1
the Bidder has complied with all bidding requirements,

.2
the Bidder is qualified and experienced to perform the Work in accordance with the Bid Documents,

.3
the bid is based upon performing the Work in accordance with the Bid Documents, without exception, and

.4
the price or prices stated in the bid cover all the Bidder's obligations under the Contract and all matters and things necessary for the performance of the Work in accordance with the Bid Documents

7.
Bid DOCUMENTS

.1
The Bid Documents are the documents issued or made available to Bidders for the purpose of preparing a bid. The Bid Documents consist of the following:

SPEC NOTE:  Edit list to ensure that it accurately reflects all documents issued or made available to Bidders.

.1
Instructions to Bidders.

.2
Bid Security.

.3
[Pre-Bid Meeting.]

.4
Bid Form and Bid Form Supplements.

.

.5
Performance and Payment Security.

.6
Security for Payment of Claims.

.7
Supplementary General Conditions.

.8
[Detail Drawings.]

.9
Specifications, Divisions 1 to [16] [ ] inclusive.

.10
[Drawings, as listed in the List of Drawings.]

.11
[Schedules.]

.12
Addenda issued during bid period.

.13
[Information Documents.]

8.
BID FORM

.1
Fill‑in all blanks in Bid Form and sign as follows:

.1
Limited Company:  Print or type in space provided full name of company and name(s) and status of authorized signing officer(s).  Authorized signing officer(s) shall sign.  Sign Bid Form in the presence of a witness who shall also sign, or in the absence of a witness, affix corporate seal.

.2
Limited Company Joint Venture:  Each joint venture company shall sign as for a limited company.

.3
Partnership:  Print or type in space provided firm name and name(s) of person(s) signing. One or more of the partners shall sign in the presence of a witness who shall also sign.

.4
Sole Proprietorship:  Print or type in space provided business name and name of sole proprietor.  Sole proprietor shall sign in the presence of a witness who shall also sign.

.2
Complete Bid Form in its entirety.  Any required information that is omitted or illegible, any alterations to the text, or any conditions added on or submitted with the Bid Form, may cause the bid to be declared invalid and rejected.

.3
Enclose Bid Form in sealed envelope. Indicate name of Bidder on envelope.  Deliver to address specified in 2.1.

9.
BID FORM SUPPLEMENTS

SPEC NOTE:  Requiring Bid Form Supplements should be minimized or avoided, as they tend to complicate the bidding and contract award process and increase the risk of non-compliant bids. Request only Bid Form Supplements that are essential, e.g. bid security. Do no request any supplementary information that will not be a factor in the bid evaluation and selection process. 

.1
Prepare and submit each required supplement to the Bid Form as specified below.

.2
Enclose the following Bid Form supplement[s] together with the Bid Form and submit before the bid closing time:

.1
Bid security, as specified in Section [        ].

 [.2 
                                                 ]

[.3
The following Bid Form supplement(s) may, at the Bidder's option, be submitted: 1) in a separate envelope from the Bid Form, or; 2) via fax, provided it is received at the location specified in 2.1 before the time specified for the second stage of the two-stage bid closing. Alternatively, provided it has been properly completed, it may be enclosed together with the Bid Form and submitted before the bid closing time for the first stage of the two-stage bid closing.

.1
Appendix [  ] ‑ List of Subcontractors.

.2
Appendix [  ] – Alternative Prices

.3
Appendix [  ] – Itemized Prices]

SPEC NOTE:  Edit above clause and list of Bid Form supplements as required. Note that a two-stage bid closing is assumed. Refer to CCDC 23 for guidance on use of Bid Form supplements. If Alternative Prices are required, use the CCDC 23 Model Bid Form Supplement for Alternative Prices and ensure that it includes a clear statement that the lowest bidder will be determined solely from the base bid, without considering any alternative prices. Consult with Alberta Infrastructure and Transportation before deviating from this requirement.

.4
Bid Form supplements are final and binding on the Bidder upon submission and may not be modified or superseded with another submission, unless the modifying or superseding submission is received before the bid closing time for the first stage of the two-stage bid closing, as specified in the Instructions to Bidders article entitled "Bid Modifications."  

.5
Bid Form supplements will be reviewed for compliance with the requirements of the Bid Documents after the bid opening.

.6
Any of the following irregularities may cause the bid to be declared invalid and rejected:

.1
Any failure to submit a required Bid Form supplement as specified.

.2
Any required information in a Bid Form supplement is omitted, illegible, frivolous, or otherwise improperly submitted.

.3
Any alterations to the text, or any conditions added on or submitted with a Bid Form supplement.

.7
The Consultant may, after the bid closing time and before contract award, require any Bidder to submit, in a form prescribed by or acceptable to the Consultant, a detailed cost breakdown of the Bid Price(s), or any other additional supplementary information about any aspect of the Bidder's bid which, in the Consultant’s opinion, is necessary for bid evaluation purposes. 

10.
BID MODIFICATION

.1
A bid, including the Bid Form and Bid Form supplements, submitted in accordance with these bidding requirements may be modified, provided the modification:

.1
is in the form of a fax transmittal received at the fax number specified in 2.1, before the bid closing time, or

.2
is in the form of a letter received at the address specified in 2.1 before the bid closing time, and

.3
states the name of the Bidder, the nature of the modification, and is signed by an authorized person.

.2
For bid closing purposes, the official time of receipt of faxed bid modifications shall be the time of receipt automatically printed on the fax transmission by the receiving fax machine.

.3
When submitting a modification directing a change in a bid amount, do not reveal the original amount nor the revised amount:

.1
On stipulated price bids, state only the amount to be added to or deducted from the original bid amount.

.2
On unit price bids, state only the amount to be added to or deducted from each original unit price or lump sum in the Schedule of Prices.  The Consultant will adjust extended amounts and the total amount as required by the modification.

.4
When submitting a second or more modifications related to a single bid amount, ensure that there is no ambiguity as to the intended bid price.  The written modification shall clearly indicate whether:

.1
the bid amount first submitted is being modified and any previous modifications are to be disregarded, or

.2
a revised bid amount derived from a previous modification is being modified.

.5
State all Addendum Numbers received, if different from what was indicated on originally submitted Bid Form.

.6
The Owner and Consultant will assume no responsibility or liability for the content of modifications, or for modifications that are, for any reason, delayed, illegible, unclear as to intent, ambiguous, contrary to these instructions, or otherwise improperly received.  The Owner and Consultant may disregard improperly received modifications.

11.
BID WITHDRAWAL AND ACCEPTANCE

.1
A bid may be withdrawn at any time before the bid closing time, provided the request is in the form of:

.1
a fax transmittal received and printed out in its entirety at the fax number specified in 2.1, before the bid closing time, or

.2
a letter received at the address specified in 2.1 before the bid closing time.

.2
Withdrawn bids may be resubmitted in accordance with these bidding requirements providing the resubmitted bid is received at the office specified in 2.1, before the bid closing time.

.3
A bid may not be withdrawn at or after bid closing time and shall be open to acceptance by the Owner until:

.1
some other Bidder has entered into a contract with the Owner for performance of the Work, or

.2
[35] [60 ]days after the bid closing time, 

whichever occurs first.

SPEC NOTE:  A 35 day acceptance period is recommended, however up to 60 days may be specified if the Owner's contract award approval process is such that the additional time is necessary.

.4
The [35] [60] day acceptance period referred to above shall commence at midnight of the date of bid closing and shall terminate at midnight of the 35th day thereafter.  If the 35th day falls on a statutory holiday, such day(s) shall be omitted from the computation.

.5
The [35] [60] day acceptance period referred to above may be extended at the Owner’s request and subject to the Bidder's written agreement to the extension.

.6
The Contract shall be established upon issuance, by the Owner to the successful Bidder, of a letter accepting the bid without qualification or, if the letter accepting the bid contains one or more qualifications, upon written acceptance by the Bidder of all such qualifications.

.7
The lowest or any bid will not necessarily be accepted and the Owner may reject any and all bids.

.8
The Owner may negotiate contract terms with the Bidder submitting the lowest valid bid, provided that the negotiated changes to the Bid Documents result in either no change to the bid price or a reduced bid price.  Such changes may be formalized in the form of a Post-Bid Addendum that, upon written acceptance by the Bidder, shall form part of the Contract Documents.

12.
NOTIFICATION OF INTENT NOT TO SUBMIT A BID

.1
Prospective Bidders who have received Bid Documents from the office specified in 2.1, but do not intend to submit a bid, are requested, as a courtesy to subcontract bidders, to promptly notify the office specified in 2.1 by fax.

13.
BID OPENING

.1
A public bid opening will commence no later than one hour after the bid closing time, at the address specified in 2.1. All bidders are invited to attend.

.2
The name of each Bidder and the bid price stated on the Bid Form will be read aloud. The reading aloud of a bid price shall not be considered a representation or warranty that the price is correct or that the bid is valid.

14.
IRREGULARITIES

.1
A bid that is informal, incomplete, qualified, non-compliant with the requirements of the Bid Documents, or otherwise irregular in any way, may be declared invalid and rejected.

.2
The Owner may accept or waive a minor and inconsequential irregularity, or where practicable to do so, the Owner may, as a condition of bid acceptance, request a Bidder to correct a minor and inconsequential irregularity with no change in bid price. 

.3
The determination of what is, or is not, a minor and inconsequential irregularity, the determination of whether to accept, waive, or require correction of an irregularity, and the final determination of the validity of a bid, shall be at the Owner’s sole discretion.

15.
SAFETY PREQUALIFICATION

SPEC NOTE: This article is normally recommended to be included for all construction contracts whose estimated cost exceeds $100,000.  Currently there are two types of Certificates of Recognition (COR): the standard COR and the Small Business Certificate of Recognition (SBCOR).  The SBCOR is less stringent than the standard COR and does not require any site audit.

.1
Prime contract Bidders shall possess a valid Certificate of Recognition (COR) as issued by the Alberta Construction Safety Association (ACSA) or another certifying organization authorized by Alberta Human Resources and Employment to issue CORs. Possession of a Small Business Certificate of Recognition (SBCOR) is not acceptable.

.2
Bidders not in possession of a valid COR may prequalify if in possession of a valid Temporary Letter of Certification (TLC) issued by the ACSA.

.3
A bid from a Bidder who does not possess a valid COR or TLC will be declared invalid and will be rejected.

.4
Prospective Bidders who do not possess a COR, and wish to obtain information about obtaining a COR or TLC, are advised to contact: 

The Alberta Construction Safety Association

#101, 13025 St Albert Trail

Edmonton, Alberta T5L 5G2

Telephone: (780) 453-3311 or 1-800-661-2272

Fax: (780) 455-1120

Web site: http://www.acsa-safety.org/
16.
AVAILABILITY OF BID DOCUMENTS

SPEC NOTE:  Delete this article for “invitational” tenders, where bid documents are issued to invited bidders with a letter of invitation.

.1
Bid Documents are available, at no charge, to the following bidders only, at the address specified in 2.1:

.1
Prime contract bidders.

.2
Mechanical subcontract bidders.

.3
Electrical subcontract bidders.

.4
[                                  ].

.5
[                                  ].

.2
The Owner and Consultant will assume no responsibility or liability for the completeness of any Bid Documents obtained from a source other than the address specified in 2.1.

SPEC NOTE:  Include the following only if Bid Documents will be available on COOLNet.

.3
Bid Documents are also available in electronic form, from COOLNet Alberta at www.coolnet.ab.ca.

.4
In the event of a discrepancy between hard copy Bid Documents obtained from the address specified in 2.1 and:

.1
any electronic version of the Bid Documents, or

.2
any hard copy version derived from any electronic version,

the Bid Documents issued from the address specified in 2.1 shall be deemed to be correct.  Promptly notify the Consultant at the office identified under “Inquiries” upon discovery of any such discrepancies.

.5
Only prime contract bidders who have received Bid Documents from the address specified in 2.1 shall submit prime contract bids.

17.
RETURN OF BID DOCUMENTS

.1
Successful Bidder may retain Bid Documents. All other Bidders shall return the Bid Documents to the address specified in 2.1 prepaid, complete and in good order, not later than 14 days after contract award.

.2
Prospective Bidders who do not intend to submit a bid are requested to return the Bid Documents promptly, before the bid closing time.

18.
GST EXCLUDED

.1
Bidders shall not include GST in their bid prices.

19.
EXAMINATION OF BID DOCUMENTS AND SITE

.1
Bidder shall, before submitting a bid:

.1
examine and read the Bid Documents thoroughly,

.2
visit site and its surroundings and other locations to become familiar with local and other conditions affecting the Work,

.3
consider the effect of regulatory requirements applicable to the Work,

.4
study and correlate Bidder's observations with the Bid Documents,

.5
immediately notify Consultant of all perceived omissions and discovered conflicts, errors and discrepancies in the Bid Documents, and

.6
be satisfied that Bidder understands the Bid Documents and is competent to undertake and complete the Work.

.2
Refer to Section [        ] - Information Documents which identifies available information pertaining to the Project and specifies the status of and the extent, if any, to which Bidder may rely upon such Information Documents.

.3
To arrange for access to and inspection of site, contact:


[Name, address and telephone number]


[                                                  ]


[                                                  ]

SPEC NOTE:  Include following clause and Section 00252 if a pre-bid meeting, or a pre-bid meeting in conjunction with a site inspection, is required.

.4
Refer to Section [00252 - Pre-Bid Meeting.][00265 – Mandatory Attendance Pre-Bid Meeting.]

20.
ALBERTA CONSTRUCTION TENDERING SYSTEM

SPEC NOTE:  Determine whether or not to use ACTS by applying the criteria and guidelines specified in the 'Guide to Using ACTS for Alberta Infrastructure Owned, Managed or Funded Building Projects'. This Guide is accessible in the Technical Resource Centre on the Alberta Infrastructure and Transportation web site. Refer also to ACTS Users' Guide, latest edition, published by ACTS.

.1
The Alberta Construction Tendering System (ACTS) shall be used, with simultaneous closings at the following Branches:

SPEC NOTE:  Normally specify simultaneous closing at three Branches.  Always specify Branch closest to geographical location of project.  Always specify Edmonton or Calgary, when neither is closest to project.  Use judgment in selecting remaining Branch(es); i.e. where the most interest in the project is likely to be generated.  Do not specify more than three Branches.

.1
[Calgary.]

.2
[Edmonton.]

.3
[Grande Prairie.]

.4
[Lethbridge.]

.5
[Lloydminster.]

.6
[Medicine Hat.]

.7
[Red Deer.]

.2
The following shall submit their bids through ACTS:

.1
All applicable trades and subtrades listed in the ACTS Rules and Regulations.

OR

.1
The following trades listed in the ACTS Rules and Regulations only:

.1
Mechanical trade and mechanical subtrades.

.2
Electrical trade and electrical subtrades.

.3
[                        ].

.4
[                        ].

.3
ACTS Rules, Regulations, and Trade Definitions in force at the bid closing time shall apply.

SPEC NOTE: Following are some typical "notwithstanding clauses" that are commonly used to modify the standard ACTS trade definitions when it is considered appropriate to do so. Consider whether the trades and type of work (e.g. demolition) to which each of these clauses pertain are applicable to the project. Delete those which are not applicable. For those which could be applicable, use good judgment in determining whether it would be in the best interests of the project to specify them.

.4
Notwithstanding ACTS Rules, Regulations, and Trade Definitions, the following trade definition[s] [is] [are] altered:

.1
Prefinished Demountable Partitioning: Notwithstanding this trade definition, include as part of the work of this trade, disassembly or demolition of existing demountable partitions to be replaced, regardless of whether existing materials are specified to be re-used, retained or discarded.

.2
Mechanical: Notwithstanding 'included' item 6 of Section 1 General Mechanical Items, this item shall include all demolition of existing mechanical installations including items not to be re-used or retained.

.3
Refrigeration: Notwithstanding 'included' item 8 and 'excluded' item 8 of this trade definition, exclude from the work of this trade, and from the work of any other ACTS trade, the supply and installation of prefabricated coolers and freezers and associated refrigeration equipment specified in Division 11.

.4
Electrical: Notwithstanding 'included' item 21 of this trade definition, include as part of the work of this trade, all demolition of existing electrical installations including items not to be re-used or retained.

SPEC NOTE: Exercise care and good judgment before including any of the following three notwithstanding clauses specifying the demolition of component ceilings and floor finishes. Where the prime contractor is required to perform general demolition work, requiring a trade to be on site to do work normally done by the prime contractor at the beginning of construction may incur undesired additional costs, especially in some rural locations. It also may be preferable in certain situations to have the prime contractor responsible for the removal of ceiling and flooring materials containing hazardous substances, e.g., asbestos, especially when these substances are also found in materials specified to be removed by the prime contractor.

.5
Component Ceiling Systems & Manufactured Acoustical Units: Notwithstanding 'included' item 3 and 'excluded' item 22 of this trade definition, include as part of the work of this trade, disassembly or demolition of existing component ceiling installations to be replaced, regardless of whether existing materials are specified to be re-used, retained or discarded.

.6
Carpeting: Notwithstanding 'excluded' item 3 of this trade definition, include as part of the work of this trade, removal of existing floor coverings.

.7
Resilient Flooring Coverings: Notwithstanding 'excluded' item 5 of this trade definition, include as part of the work of this trade, removal of existing floor coverings.

.8
[                    ]: Notwithstanding [                                       ] of this trade definition, [                                                                        ].

SPEC NOTE:  When specifying notwithstanding clauses, ensure that the affected Division 2-16 technical sections contain a cross-reference to these clauses, to alert subtrade bidders to the existence of the notwithstanding clauses.

.5
Failure to comply with ACTS rules and regulations may cause the bid to be declared invalid and rejected.

.6
Bidders with inquiries about the ACTS process may call the ACTS office at 1‑800‑268‑0070. 

SPEC NOTE:  Following articles 21. and  22. cross-reference security requirements specified in other Bidding Requirements Sections.  Refer to referenced Sections for guidance on specifying security requirements.

21.
BID SECURITY

.1
Provide and submit the bid security specified in Section 00212 - Bid Security. 

22.
CONTRACT PERFORMANCE SECURITY AND SECURITY FOR PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

.1
Provide and include in bid price for performance and payment security specified in Section 00611.

23.
EVIDENCE OF ABILITY TO PROVIDE SECURITY

SPEC NOTE:  Include this article if contract performance security and/or security for payment of claims is specified.

.1
The Consultant or Owner may, after bid submission and before contract award, require a Bidder to submit evidence of Bidder's ability to provide security specified in the Bid Documents.

24.
APPLICABLE LIEN LEGISLATION

SPEC NOTE: This article normally applies for supported infrastructure projects, i.e. where the contract will be entered into by an entity other than a Minister of the Crown .

.1
Notwithstanding that this Project may be funded in whole or in part by the Government of Alberta, the Builders' Lien Act of Alberta applies to this Project; the Public Works Act of Alberta does not apply.

.2
Claims procedures shall be in accordance with the Builders' Lien Act.

25.
ALLOWANCES

.1
Include in bid price all allowances specified in Section [         ].

26.
PRODUCT OPTIONS AND SUBSTITUTIONS

SPEC NOTE:  Ensure that Contractor's options in selecting products and requesting substitutions, particularly for products specified by name, are appropriately specified in Division 1.  In this article, specify the procedural requirements related to product substitutions that are applicable during the bidding period and before contract award.  Ensure proper coordination with Division 1. 

SPEC NOTE: A restrictive approach to Contractor substitutions, which unnecessarily restricts or eliminates competition, is unacceptable for publicly funded projects.  Avoid "sole source" product specifications. 

.1
[                 ].

.2
[                                ].

.3
[                                         ].

28.
DIVISION OF WORK

.1
Work specified in the Specifications is divided into Divisions and Sections for reference purposes only.  Except as may be otherwise specified in the Bid Documents, division of work among Contractor, Subcontractors, Sub‑subcontractors and suppliers is Bidders' responsibility.

28.
INTERPRETATION AND MODIFICATION OF BID DOCUMENTS

.1
Submit questions about the meaning and intent of the Bid Documents to the Consultant at the office identified under "Inquiries". 

.2
If an inquiry requires an interpretation or modification of the Bid Documents, the response to that inquiry will be issued in the form of a written Addendum only, to ensure that all bidders base their bids on the same information. 

.3
Addenda may also be issued to modify the Bid Documents as considered necessary by the Consultant.

.4
Submit inquiries as early as possible in the bid period.  If an inquiry requires an interpretation or modification of the Bid Documents, but is received too close to the bid closing time to permit issuance of an Addendum, the Consultant may be unable to respond to that inquiry.

.5
Any replies to inquiries or interpretations or modifications of the Bid Documents made verbally, by e-mail, or by any manner other than in the form of a written Addendum, shall not be binding.

29.
ADDENDA

.1
During the bid period, Addenda will be issued via fax or courier to all parties recorded by the Consultant as having received Bid Documents from the address specified in 2.1.

SPEC NOTE:  Include the following clause only when Bid Documents are available in electronic form from COOLNet.

.2
[Other Bidders who may have obtained Bid Documents from another source, such as COOLNet Alberta, will not automatically receive addenda via fax or courier.  It is such Bidders’ responsibility to check COOLNet for addenda as they are issued.]

.3
Addenda shall become part of the Bid and Contract Documents.

.4
Each Bidder shall ascertain before bid submission that it has received all Addenda that have been issued and shall indicate in the Bid Form the Addendum number(s) of all Addenda received.

SPEC NOTE:  When issuing addenda late in the bid period, ensure there is ample time left to ensure receipt by all Bidders before the bid closing time.  If ACTS is used, note the following time frames:  Subcontractor bids close three working days before prime contract closing date.  Sub‑subcontractor bids close five working days before prime contract closing.  For projects closing in Edmonton, sheet metal supplier bids close six working days before prime contract closing.

30.
INQUIRIES

.1
Direct all inquiries during bid period to:

[                          ]

[                                         ][                        ], Alberta

[                        ]

Telephone:  [(   )                        ]

Fax: [(   )                                 ]

e-mail: [                               ]

END OF SECTION
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